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Group updates 
 
With winter now well underway, Ground-Hornbill 
sightings become scarce as birds increase their range 
in search of favourable feeding areas. No longer 
confined to areas close to their nests as seen in the 
breeding season, the birds are now travelling further 
within their home range and are calling less, making 
their presence less obvious in the APNR. 

Despite this we have had excellent group 
sightings as we continue to monitor rings and group 
composition. Rhino Road group is still frequently 
seen in central Tawane and remains one of the larger 
APNR groups (7 individuals). Three sub-adults ringed 
as nestlings continue to serve as helpers, as well as 
another unringed young individual who fledged from 
their nest in early 2012. There is one sub-adult male 
with the group that is unringed, his age and origin 
unknown. The oldest helper is a 6-year-old male 
(picture upper left), who carried the satellite 
transmitter that enabled us to gather home-range 
data for this group. 
 
Dispersals 
A second dispersal record from Pitlochry group was 
recorded in May this year. A six-year old, sub-adult 
male was resighted with another group near Singita 
Lebombo in eastern Kruger National Park, over 86 
kms from its natal nest. This individual was ringed 
from the nest in Klaserie in 2007 (picture lower left).  

Last year another sub-adult male originating 
from Pitlochry group was resighted near Phalaborwa 
Gate in Kruger National Park, providing much-needed 
records of dispersal events from groups in the APNR. 
Sighting records of dispersed birds are on the rise 
thanks to increasing public participation. For those 
keen to submit but unsure how, see overleaf for brief 
details or contact the Project. 

 

 

 

Allo-preening. The six-year-old male (left) removes 
ticks from the alpha female’s (right) lower facial skin. 

 
 

Dispersal: this six-year old, sub-adult male from Pitlochry group 

in KPNR was seen near Singita Lebombo in Kruger National 

Park, over 86 kms from its natal nest site 
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Action group members hosted at 

Angela’s Camp 
 

The hand-rearing of second-hatched chicks is a 
well-known activity of this project in the APNR. 
Although the team of dedicated hand-rearers 
spends many months working around the clock 
to raise these birds ex-situ, it is not often that 
they get the opportunity to see Ground-Hornbills 
in situ. In June we hosted the team in Klaserie at 
Angela’s Camp where they stayed for three 
unforgettable days and joined us on our early 
morning drives listening out for Ground-
Hornbills. We visited artificial and natural nests, 
giving some their first glimpse inside a natural 
nest as they braved the heights to climb up. Even 
the driver for Imperial joined in! After two 
mornings of call-ups the team was able to see the 
resident Pitlochry group near Angela’s Camp. 
First briefly as they flew closer in response to call-
ups, then again later on the last morning as the 
birds spent the morning foraging in the big plain 
in front of the camp’s viewing deck. 

Thank you so much to Deon Huyshamer, 
Mark & Sandy Wilkes as well as Wendy & Neville 
Ayliffe for their help in accommodating the team 
at Angela’s Camp. Thanks also to Elvis for some 
really great drives. Lastly, thanks to Lucy Kemp 
and the Mabula Project for getting everyone to 
Klaserie with the support from Imperial. 
 

Updates 

• The project has a new email address: 

nghututu@gmail.com. ‘Nghututu’ is the Tsonga 

name for Southern Ground-Hornbill. 

 
• New publication from APNR data: Wilson & 

Hockey. 2013. Causes of variable reproductive 
performance by Southern Ground-hornbill 
Bucorvus leadbeateri and implications for 
management. Ibis 155: 476-484.  
For copies please contact the project. 

 

Hand-rearing team from left: Nollie Cilliers & Tinus Oberholzer 
(Boscia Birds), Lucy Kemp (Mabula GHP), Grant Aggett-Cox 
(Umgeni River Bird Park), Joanne Meyer (MonteCasino Bird 

Gardens), Kelly Duligal (Lory Park), Elvis (Angela’s Camp), Kate 
Carstens (Fitztitute), Tarryn Bristow (Umgeni River Bird Park). 

 
 

Call for 
sightings 

 

 

 
Any sightings of Ground-
Hornbills in the APNR?  

 
Email when and where to:  
nghututu@gmail.com 
 
Also of interest are  
(1) group size and  
(2) ring combinations.  
 
Photographs welcome! 
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New nests in the APNR 
 

It wasn’t long ago that I reported here that the old Ntsiri nest was repaired and returned to its usual place 
after it fell to the ground a few months ago. Again this nest crashed down due to strong winds and quickly 
became infested with termites. We transferred an unused nest from Dundee property (Klaserie) to its new 
location on the banks of the river in southern Ntsiri. Sightings of the group occur frequently in this area so we 
are hopeful that the group will find and inspect this nest before the coming breeding season.  Thank you to 
Mark Griffiths for your help in placing this heavy structure at its new site. 
 In addition, we are excited about the first cable-drum nest box that was placed on Vlakgesigt in the 
Timbavati. This nest is part of a trial to determine if this might become a suitable artificial nest structure in 
the future. We will monitor this nest closely during the coming breeding season to see if any visits occur. 
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Ntsiri group gets a new nest in a large Jackalberry. 
 

Trial run: first cable-drum nest box placed on Vlakgesigt, 
Timbavati PNR. 
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